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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS OPERATING IN INTERNAL WATERS

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0329

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

This information collection is necessary to comply with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (MSFCMA), 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq., which, at section
306(c)(1)(C),  requires foreign fishing vessels operating in internal waters to report the tonnage
and location of fish received from vessels of the United States.  Regulatory requirements related
to this information collection are located at 50 CFR 600.508(f). 

2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.  If the information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
information that will be disseminated to the public, then explain how the collection
complies with all applicable Information Quality Guidelines. 

NMFS uses the information from this collection to monitor receipts of fish for conservation and
management purposes.  Reports require vessel identification information; date of receipt of fish;
amount of fish received, by species; and the location where the fish received were harvested. 
Specific reporting requirements, such as timing and method of submission of reports, are
stipulated by the NMFS Regional Administrator based on the data collection and fishery
monitoring systems in place in the Region at the time the internal waters fishing operation takes
place.  Specifically, NMFS will use the information to properly allocate the reported receipts to
the area(s) from which the fish were harvested, and to ensure that all receipts are accounted for
in monitoring quotas and for resource assessment purposes.  Receipts are required to be reported
by species in order to attribute the receipts to the appropriate fishery and stock of fish.  If quotas
exist for the species received, the record of receipts will be used to monitor the quotas.  All
reports of receipts will be used for stock assessment and statistical reporting purposes.

It is anticipated that information collected will be disseminated to the public or used to support
publicly disseminated information.  As explained in the preceding paragraph, the information
gathered has utility.  NOAA Fisheries will retain control over the information and safeguard it
from improper access, modification, and destruction, consistent with NOAA standards for
confidentiality, privacy and electronic information.  See response # 10 of this Supporting
Statement for more information on confidentiality and privacy.  The information collection is
designed to yield data that meet applicable information quality guidelines.  Prior to
dissemination, the information will be subjected to quality control measures and a pre-
dissemination review pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554.
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

This collection does not require the use of automated or electronic technology, nor does it
preclude the use of such technology.  Because of differences in existing NMFS information
collection systems in different parts of the country, the specifics of the timing and method of
transmission of reports for collection of this information will be determined by the appropriate
Regional Administrator at the time of application by the foreign fishing vessel.  It is intended
that the most expeditious and least burdensome reporting method available will be employed.

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

The Congress provided that the information described above be collected by the NMFS because
there was previously no mechanism in place to reliably acquire the information.  Foreign fishing
vessels in internal waters are subject to conditions arranged with the Governor(s) of the involved
state(s).  Such arrangements did not necessarily involve reporting data on receipts of fish. 
Further, there is no requirement that the involved state(s) provide the data in question to the
NMFS.  Therefore, the data had previously either never been reported, or had been reported in a
timeframe that was not useful for fisheries management.

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

This collection will not have a significant impact on small businesses, organizations, or
governmental entities.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

As noted, this is a statutorily required collection.  Without the collection of this information, the
NMFS would not be in compliance with the law, and would not have the data necessary to
properly account for removals of fish transferred to foreign fishing vessels in internal waters. 
This would compromise stock assessment, quota management, and general statistical reporting
of fishery resources.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

This collection requires reports more frequently than quarterly because quarterly reports are not
timely enough to allow monitoring of quotas and may not be adequate for collection of
information necessary for stock assessment purposes.
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8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A notice was published in the Federal Register (copy attached) seeking comments on renewal of
this information collection.  No comments have been received.

9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

There is no payment or gift to respondents.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

Data submitted based on this information collection will be accorded confidentiality pursuant to
50 CFR Part 600, Subpart E.

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

No questions of a sensitive nature are included in this information collection.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

We are estimating an annual burden of 36 hours for this collection.  This is unchanged from the
previously-approved burden.  It is estimated that 6 foreign fishing vessels per year will engage in
internal waters operations.  Each vessel is estimated to fish for 12 weeks per year.  Weekly
reports are estimated to require 30 minutes each to fill out and submit.  Therefore, the annual
reporting burden for submitting reports, per vessel, is estimated to be: .5 hr/week for 12 weeks =
6.0 hours.  The total annual reporting burden for submitting reports, for all vessels, is estimated
to be: 6.0 hr/vessel x 6 vessels = 36 hours.  Most, if not all of the information collected is
expected to be available and recorded by the foreign fishing vessel as a normal part of
conducting business.  There are no recordkeeping requirements associated with this collection.
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13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection (excluding the value of the burden hours in #12
above).

There are no capital or start-up costs associated with this collection.  All foreign fishing vessels
involved will already have the means to communicate the required information to the appropriate
NMFS Regional Administrator as a component part of the vessel’s communications equipment.   
The weekly cost for a vessel to submit a fax or E-Mail report would not be expected to exceed a
couple dollars.  On an annualized basis, such costs could be estimated as follows: 6 vessels x 12
weekly reports at $2.00 per weekly report = $144.00 per year.

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

The costs to the Federal Government associated with this collection are expected to be
negligible.  Other than providing copies of specific reporting requirements upon request, and
copying and processing the data received, there are no expenditures required.  No capital
equipment would be required; systems already exist for data processing and record storage.

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

No changes or adjustments are reported.

16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

Not applicable.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

Not applicable.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

There are no exceptions.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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Fishery Conservation and Management § 600.508 

and their disposition as described in 
paragraph (g)(3)(iii) of this section. 

(5) ‘‘SECTION THREE—PRODUC-
TION’’ must contain, on a daily basis, 
for each authorized species or species 
group received and product produced, 
that information required in paragraph 
(e)(5) of this section. 

(h) Daily log maintenance. The logs re-
quired by paragraphs (e) through (g) of 
this section must be maintained sepa-
rately for each fishery (see table 2 to 
§ 600.502). 

(1) The effort section (all of ‘‘SEC-
TION ONE’’) of the daily logs must be 
updated within 2 hours of the hauling 
or receipt time. The catch or receipt by 
trawl or set (‘‘SECTION TWO’’) must 
be entered within 12 hours of the haul-
ing or receipt time. The daily and cu-
mulative total catch or receipts 
(‘‘SECTION TWO’’) and the production 
portion (‘‘SECTION THREE’’) of the 
log must be updated within 12 hours of 
the end of the day on which the catch 
was taken. The date of catch is the day 
and time (GMT) the gear is hauled. 

(2) Entries for total daily and cumu-
lative catch or receipt weights (disposi-
tion ‘‘C’’ or ‘‘M’’) must be based on the 
most accurate method available to the 
vessel, either scale round weights or 
factory weights converted to round 
weights. Entries for daily and cumu-
lative weights of discarded or returned 
fish (disposition ‘‘D’’ or ‘‘R’’) must be 
based on the most accurate method 
available to the vessel, either actual 
count, scale round weight, or estimated 
deck weights. Entries for product 
weights must be based on the number 
of production units (pans, boxes, 
blocks, trays, cans, or bags) and the av-
erage weight of the production unit, 
with reasonable allowances for water 
added. Allowances for water added can-
not exceed 5 percent of the unit weight. 
Product weights cannot be based on 
the commercial or arbitrary wholesale 
weight of the product, but must be 
based on the total actual weight of the 
product as determined by representa-
tive samples. 

(3) The owner or operator must make 
all entries in indelible ink, with correc-
tions to be accomplished by lining out 
and rewriting, rather than erasure. 

(i) Alternative log formats. As an al-
ternative to the use of the specific for-

mats provided, a Nation may submit a 
proposed log format for FFV’s of that 
Nation for a general type of fishery op-
eration in a fishery (i.e., joint venture 
operations) to the appropriate Regional 
Administrator and the USCG com-
mander (see tables 1 and 2 to § 600.502). 
With the agreement of the USCG com-
mander, the Regional Administrator 
may authorize the use of that log for-
mat for vessels of the requesting Na-
tion. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 63 
FR 7075, Feb. 12, 1998]

§ 600.508 Fishing operations. 
(a) Catching. Each FFV authorized 

for activity code 1 may catch fish. An 
FFV may retain its catch of any spe-
cies or species group for which there is 
an unfilled national allocation. All fish 
caught will be counted against the na-
tional allocation, even if the fish are 
discarded, unless exempted by the reg-
ulations of the fishery in which the 
FFV is engaged. Catching operations 
may be conducted as specified by the 
regulations of the fishery in which the 
FFV is engaged and as modified by the 
FFV’s permit. 

(b) Scouting. Each FFV authorized for 
Activity Codes 1 through 6 may scout 
for fish. Scouting may be conducted 
only in the fisheries area authorized by 
the scouting vessel’s permit and under 
such other circumstances as may be 
designated in this subpart or the per-
mit. 

(c) Processing. Each FFV with Activ-
ity Code 1 or 2 may process fish. Proc-
essing may only be conducted when-
ever and wherever catching operations 
for FFV’s of that Nation are permitted, 
whenever and wherever joint venture 
operations are authorized by an FFV’s 
permit under Activity Code 4, and 
under such other circumstances as may 
be designated in this subpart or the 
permit. 

(d) Support. Each FFV with Activity 
Codes 1, 2, 3, 5, or 8 may support other 
permitted FFV’s. Each FFV with Ac-
tivity Codes 4 or 6 may support U.S. 
vessels. Support operations may be 
conducted only in the fisheries areas 
authorized by the supporting vessel’s 
permit, and under such other cir-
cumstances as may be designated in 
this subpart or the permit.
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–02 Edition)§ 600.509 

(e) Joint ventures. Each FFV with Ac-
tivity Code 4 in addition to Activity 
Codes 1 or 2 may also conduct oper-
ations with U.S. fishing vessels. These 
joint venture operations with U.S. fish-
ing vessels may be conducted through-
out the EEZ, and under such other cir-
cumstances as may be designated in 
these regulations or the permit. FFV’s 
with activity code 4 may continue op-
erations assisting U.S. fishing vessels, 
despite closures under § 600.511(a). 

(f) Internal waters. For FFV’s author-
ized under section 306(c) of the Magnu-
son-Stevens Act: 

(1) Each FFV may engage in fish 
processing and support of U.S. fishing 
vessels within the internal waters of 
that state in compliance with terms 
and conditions set by the authorizing 
Governor. 

(2) The owner or operator of each 
FFV must submit weekly reports on 
the amount of fish received from ves-
sels of the United States and the loca-
tion(s) where such fish were harvested. 

(i) Reports must include: 
(A) Vessel identification information 

for the FFV. 
(B) Date of each receipt of fish. 
(C) Amount of fish received, by spe-

cies. 
(D) Location(s) from which the fish 

received were harvested and the name 
and official number of the vessel of the 
United States that harvested the fish. 

(ii) Owners or operators of FFV’s 
processing fish in internal waters 
under the provisions of this paragraph 
(f) must request, from the Regional Ad-
ministrator, the requirements regard-
ing timing and submission of the re-
ports, at least 15 days prior to the first 
receipt of fish from a vessel of the 
United States. The Regional Adminis-
trator shall stipulate the timing and 
submission requirements in writing. 

(g) Transshipping. Each FFV with Ac-
tivity Code 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, or 10 may 
transship in accordance with this sub-
part and the vessel’s permit. 

[61 FR 32540, June 24, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 27183, May 19, 1997; 62 FR 34397, June 26, 
1997; 64 FR 39020, July 21, 1999]

§ 600.509 Prohibited species. 
(a) The owner or operator of each 

FFV must minimize its catch or re-
ceipt of prohibited species. 

(b) After allowing for sampling by an 
observer (if any), the owner or operator 
of each FFV must sort its catch of fish 
received as soon as possible and return 
all prohibited species and species parts 
to the sea immediately with a min-
imum of injury, regardless of condi-
tion, unless a different procedure is 
specified by the regulations for the 
fishery in which the FFV is engaged. 
All prohibited species must be recorded 
in the daily fishing log and other fish-
ing logs as specified by the regulations 
for the fishery in which the FFV is en-
gaged. 

(c) All species of fish that an FFV 
has not been specifically allocated or 
authorized under this subpart to re-
tain, including fish caught or received 
in excess of any allocation or author-
ization, are prohibited species. 

(d) It is a rebuttable presumption 
that any prohibited species or species 
part found on board an FFV was caught 
and retained in violation of this sec-
tion.

§ 600.510 Gear avoidance and disposal. 
(a) Vessel and gear avoidance. (1) 

FFV’s arriving on fishing grounds 
where fishing vessels are already fish-
ing or have set their gear for that pur-
pose must ascertain the position and 
extent of gear already placed in the sea 
and must not place themselves or their 
fishing gear so as to interfere with or 
obstruct fishing operations already in 
progress. Vessels using mobile gear 
must avoid fixed fishing gear. 

(2) The operator of each FFV must 
maintain on its bridge a current plot of 
broadcast fixed-gear locations for the 
area in which it is fishing, as required 
by the regulations for the fishery in 
which the FFV is engaged. 

(b) Gear conflicts. The operator of 
each FFV that is involved in a conflict 
or that retrieves the gear of another 
vessel must immediately notify the ap-
propriate USCG commander identified 
in tables 1 and 2 to § 600.502 and request 
disposal instructions. Each report must 
include: 

(1) The name of the reporting vessel. 
(2) A description of the incident and 

articles retrieved, including the 
amount, type of gear, condition, and 
identification markings. 

(3) The location of the incident.
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-CITE-

    16 USC Sec. 1856                                             01/22/02

-EXPCITE-

    TITLE 16 - CONSERVATION

    CHAPTER 38 - FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

    SUBCHAPTER IV - NATIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

-HEAD-

    Sec. 1856. State jurisdiction

-STATUTE-

    (a) In general

      (1) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, nothing

    in this chapter shall be construed as extending or diminishing the

    jurisdiction or authority of any State within its boundaries.

      (2) For the purposes of this chapter, except as provided in

    subsection (b) of this section, the jurisdiction and authority of a

    State shall extend -

        (A) to any pocket of waters that is adjacent to the State and

      totally enclosed by lines delimiting the territorial sea of the

      United States pursuant to the Geneva Convention on the

      Territorial Sea and Contiguous Zone or any successor convention
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      to which the United States is a party;

        (B) with respect to the body of water commonly known as

      Nantucket Sound, to the pocket of water west of the seventieth

      meridian west of Greenwich; and

        (C) to the waters of southeastern Alaska (for the purpose of

      regulating fishing for other than any species of crab) that are -

          (i) north of the line representing the international boundary

        at Dixon Entrance and the westward extension of that line; east

        of 138 degrees west longitude; and not more than three nautical

        miles seaward from the coast, from the lines extending from

        headland to headland across all bays, inlets, straits, passes,

        sounds, and entrances, and from any island or group of islands,

        including the islands of the Alexander Archipelago (except

        Forrester Island); or

          (ii) between the islands referred to in clause (i) (except

        Forrester Island) and the mainland.

      (3) A State may regulate a fishing vessel outside the boundaries

    of the State in the following circumstances:

        (A) The fishing vessel is registered under the law of that

      State, and (i) there is no fishery management plan or other

      applicable Federal fishing regulations for the fishery in which

      the vessel is operating; or (ii) the State's laws and regulations

      are consistent with the fishery management plan and applicable

      Federal fishing regulations for the fishery in which the vessel
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      is operating.

        (B) The fishery management plan for the fishery in which the

      fishing vessel is operating delegates management of the fishery

      to a State and the State's laws and regulations are consistent

      with such fishery management plan.  If at any time the Secretary

      determines that a State law or regulation applicable to a fishing

      vessel under this circumstance is not consistent with the fishery

      management plan, the Secretary shall promptly notify the State

      and the appropriate Council of such determination and provide an

      opportunity for the State to correct any inconsistencies

      identified in the notification.  If, after notice and opportunity

      for corrective action, the State does not correct the

      inconsistencies identified by the Secretary, the authority

      granted to the State under this subparagraph shall not apply

      until the Secretary and the appropriate Council find that the

      State has corrected the inconsistencies.  For a fishery for which

      there was a fishery management plan in place on August 1, 1996

      that did not delegate management of the fishery to a State as of

      that date, the authority provided by this subparagraph applies

      only if the Council approves the delegation of management of the

      fishery to the State by a three-quarters majority vote of the

      voting members of the Council.

        (C) The fishing vessel is not registered under the law of the

      State of Alaska and is operating in a fishery in the exclusive

      economic zone off Alaska for which there was no fishery
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      management plan in place on August 1, 1996, and the Secretary and

      the North Pacific Council find that there is a legitimate

      interest of the State of Alaska in the conservation and

      management of such fishery.  The authority provided under this

      subparagraph shall terminate when a fishery management plan under

      this chapter is approved and implemented for such fishery.

    (b) Exception

      (1) If the Secretary finds, after notice and an opportunity for a

    hearing in accordance with section 554 of title 5, that -

        (A) the fishing in a fishery, which is covered by a fishery

      management plan implemented under this chapter, is engaged in

      predominately within the exclusive economic zone and beyond such

      zone; and

        (B) any State has taken any action, or omitted to take any

      action, the results of which will substantially and adversely

      affect the carrying out of such fishery management plan;

    the Secretary shall promptly notify such State and the appropriate

    Council of such finding and of his intention to regulate the

    applicable fishery within the boundaries of such State (other than

    its internal waters), pursuant to such fishery management plan and

    the regulations promulgated to implement such plan.

      (2) If the Secretary, pursuant to this subsection, assumes

    responsibility for the regulation of any fishery, the State

    involved may at any time thereafter apply to the Secretary for
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    reinstatement of its authority over such fishery.  If the Secretary

    finds that the reasons for which he assumed such regulation no

    longer prevail, he shall promptly terminate such regulation.

      (3) If the State involved requests that a hearing be held

    pursuant to paragraph (1), the Secretary shall conduct such hearing

    prior to taking any action under paragraph (1).

    (c) Exception regarding foreign fish processing in internal waters

      (1) A foreign fishing vessel may engage in fish processing within

    the internal waters of a State if, and only if -

        (A) the vessel is qualified for purposes of this paragraph

      pursuant to paragraph (4)(C) or has received a permit under

      section 1824(d) of this title;

        (B) the owner or operator of the vessel applies to the Governor

      of the State for, and (subject to paragraph (2)) is granted,

      permission for the vessel to engage in such processing and the

      application specifies the species to be processed; and

        (C) the owner or operator of the vessel submits reports on the

      tonnage of fish received from vessels of the United States and

      the locations from which such fish were harvested, in accordance

      with such procedures as the Secretary by regulation shall

      prescribe.

      (2) The Governor of a State may not grant permission for a

    foreign fishing vessel to engage in fish processing under paragraph

    (1) -

        (A) for a fishery which occurs in the waters of more than one
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      State or in the exclusive economic zone, except after -

          (i) consulting with the appropriate Council and Marine

        Fisheries Commission, and

          (ii) considering any comments received from the Governor of

        any other State where the fishery occurs; and

        (B) if the Governor determines that fish processors within the

      State have adequate capacity, and will utilize such capacity, to

      process all of the United States harvested fish from the fishery

      concerned that are landed in the State.

      (3) Nothing in this subsection may be construed as relieving a

    foreign fishing vessel from the duty to comply with all applicable

    Federal and State laws while operating within the internal waters

    of a State incident to permission obtained under paragraph (1)(B).

      (4) For purposes of this subsection -

        (A) The term ''fish processing'' includes, in addition to

      processing, the performance of any other activity relating to

      fishing, including, but not limited to, preparation, supply,

      storage, refrigeration, or transportation.

        (B) The phrase ''internal waters of a State'' means all waters

      within the boundaries of a State except those seaward of the

      baseline from which the territorial sea is measured.

        (C) A foreign fishing vessel shall be treated as qualified for

      purposes of paragraph (1) if the foreign nation under which it is

      flagged will be a party to (i) a governing international fishery



U.S. Code

      agreement or (ii) a treaty described in section 1821(b) of this

      title during the time the vessel will engage in the fish

      processing for which permission is sought under paragraph (1)(B).

-SOURCE-

    (Pub. L. 94-265, title III, Sec. 306, Apr. 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 355;

    Pub. L. 97-191, Sec. 1, June 1, 1982, 96 Stat. 107; Pub. L. 97-453,

    Sec. 9, Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2491; Pub. L. 98-623, title IV,

    Sec. 404(4), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3408; Pub. L. 99-659, title I,

    Sec. 101(c)(2), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3707; Pub. L. 101-627,

    title I, Sec. 112, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4453; Pub. L. 104-297,

    title I, Sec. 112(a)-(c), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3595, 3596.)

-MISC1-

                                 AMENDMENTS

      1996 - Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 104-297, Sec. 112(a), amended par.

    (3) generally.  Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as follows:

    ''Except as otherwise provided by paragraph (2), a State may not

    directly or indirectly regulate any fishing vessel outside its

    boundaries, unless the vessel is registered under the law of that

    State.''

      Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 104-297, Sec. 112(b), added par. (3).

      Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104-297, Sec. 112(c)(1), substituted

    ''(4)(C) or has received a permit under section 1824(d) of this

    title;'' for ''(4)(C); and''.
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Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, individuals or 
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
87.

Estimated Time Per Response: 15 
minutes for a dealer permit application 
or a reexport permit application; 3 
minutes for a dealer catch document; 15 
minutes for a dealer reexport catch 
documentation; 15 minutes for a 
harvesting vessel catch document; 15 
minutes for a pre-approval application 
for toothfish imports; 15 minutes for an 
import ticket; 0.33 seconds for an 
automatic position report from a Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS); 4 hours to 
install a VMS; 2 hours for annual 
maintenance of a VMS; 28 hours for an 
application for a new or exploratory 
fishery; 1 hour for an application to 
harvest/transship; 2 minutes for a 
radioed position report; 1 hour for an 
application for a CCAMLR Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program permit; and 1 hour 
for a CCAMLR Ecosystem Monitoring 
Program site activity report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 569.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $68,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: September 12, 2003.

Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–23863 Filed 9–17–03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 091503B]

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Foreign Fishing 
Vessels Operating in Internal Waters.

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 17, 
2003.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Robert Dickinson at 301–
713–2276, ext. 154, or at 
Bob.Dickinson@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract

Foreign fishing vessels engaged in 
processing and support of U.S. fishing 
vessels within the internal waters of a 
state, in compliance with the terms and 
conditions set by the authorizing 
governor, are required to report the 
tonnage and location of fish received 
from U.S. vessels. This reporting is 
required by the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. Weekly reports are submitted to the 
NMFS Regional Administrator to allow 
monitoring of the quantity of fish 
received by foreign vessels.

II. Method of Collection

Reports may be submitted by fax, e-
mail, or regular mail.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0329.

Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 6.
Estimated Time Per Response: 30 

minutes per weekly report.
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 36.
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $144.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: September 12, 2003.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 03–23864 Filed 9–17–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 090903D]

Endangered Species; Permit No. 1187

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Scientific research permit 
modification.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a 
request for modification of scientific 
research permit no. 1187 submitted by 
Mr. Christopher J. McNally, St. George’s 
School has been granted.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):
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